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Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia
Employs Robert Bellah’s notion of civil religion to explore East Asia’s Confucian revival.

Can Confucianism be regarded as a civil religion for East Asia? This book explores this question, bringing
the insights of Robert Bellah to a consideration of various expressions of the contemporary Confucian
revival. Bellah identified American civil religion as a religious dimension of life that can be found
throughout US culture, but one without any formal institutional structure. Rather, this “civil” form of religion
provides the ethical principles that command reverence and by which a nation judges itself. Extending
Bellah’s work, contributors from both the social sciences and the humanities conceive of East Asia’s
Confucian revival as a “habit of the heart,” an underlying belief system that guides a society, and examine
how Confucianism might function as a civil religion in China, Korea, and Japan. They discuss what aspects
of Confucian tradition and thought are being embraced; some of the social movements, political factors, and
opportunities connected with the revival of the tradition; and why Confucianism has not traveled much
beyond East Asia. The late Robert Bellah’s reflection on the possibility for a global civil religion concludes
the volume.

Philip J. Ivanhoe is Chair Professor of East Asian and Comparative Philosophy and Religion at City
University of Hong Kong. His many books include Mortality in Traditional Chinese Thought (coedited with
Amy Olberding); Taking Confucian Ethics Seriously: Contemporary Theories and Applications (coedited
with Kam-por Yu and Julia Tao); Religious and Philosophical Aspects of the Laozi (coedited with Mark
Csikszentmihalyi); and Essays on Skepticism, Relativism, and Ethics in the Zhuangzi (coedited with Paul
Kjellberg), all published by SUNY Press.

Sungmoon Kim is Professor of Political Theory at City University of Hong Kong. He is the author of
Confucian Democracy in East Asia: Theory and Practice and the editor of Confucianism, Law, and
Democracy in Contemporary Korea.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Kingsbury:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart:
Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Hope Giles:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia.

Felix Smith:

This Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia is great e-book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia in your hand
like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Williams Carter:

You can find this Confucianism, A Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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