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This book offers a variety of scholarly studies in the idea, situation, and definition-including the self-
definition-of women in India, from the earliest historical period up to the present day. Both in its range of
topics and depth of research, this volume creates a sustained focus that is not presently available in the
literature of women in India.
Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India comprises 25 essays contributed by a diverse
mix of Indian, Canadian, American, and British women scholars, most of whom have lived in South Asia
either for all of their lives or for extended periods. Arranged chronologically, these groundbreaking essays
set aside the myths and prejudices that often clutter discussions about women in India. Part I, which is
dedicated to the ancient period, defines women's positions as depicted in the sacred law, considers
subordinated women in major Hindu epics, describes women's roles in ritual and their understanding of
religion, and examines the patriarchal organization of women's lives in Buddhism. Part II begins with an
essay on Tantra, a major force in medieval India that influenced both Hinduism and Buddhism and placed
women at the center of its sacred rites. Other essays in Part II look at the life and legends of a medieval
woman saint poet, the portrayal of a Hindu goddess in medieval Bengal, and the role of women from Mughal
harems in decision making. Part III describes the colonial perception of Indian women in the late nineteenth
century and shows how women's self-perceptions have been expressed through their art and writing as well
as through their political action in the twentieth century.
Providing informed and balanced analysis of extensive primary source material, this book will be an
essential resource for students of women's lives in India.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Kean:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern
India. Try to face the book Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India as your good
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Virgie Tauber:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called Faces of the Feminine
in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have different opinion?

Robert Carroll:

Here thing why that Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-
book that similar with Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India in e-book can be your alternative.

James Baker:

Beside that Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this



book in addition to read it from now!
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