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Imagination is a complex and ambiguous culture-making power, which, while central to politics, is a rather
marginal concept in contemporary political theory. By drawing on works of modern and contemporary
Continental political philosophers, this book addresses how imagination can be both a source of freedom and
domination in liberal-democratic politics, and argues for a benign public employment of images and
narratives in a global world of diverse cultures. The challenge is not to keep contemporary politics clear of
images, but to better distinguish between benign and malign uses of creativity in the public realm.

This distinction is important because the language employed by the participants in the complex cultural
dialogue that characterizes modern plural societies is constituted by metaphors and myths, which form their
perceptions and sensibilities. The embedment of communicative practices in a society’s imaginary brings an
ambivalent psychological and emotional potential into democratic politics. Modern liberal-democracies can
shift the public employment of imagination either in a direction that increases the autonomous capacity of
individuals to engage culture and language in a creative and interactive manner in the construction of their
identities, or in a direction that increases fascination with images and myths and, consequently, the escapist
desire to pull these out of the living dialogue with others.

Turning the public work of creativity in the first direction requires a conscious change in the modern social
imaginary. This can be achieved through the aesthetic cultivation of an ethical productive imagination: both
analogical and explorative, both empathic and reflective. While capable of creatively giving utopian impetus
to politics, this imagination would also stir the individuals’ responsiveness to the particularity of others and
to their capacity to be equal and free partners in the making of a common world. An important avenue in
achieving this objective in modern liberal-democracies will be provided by the capacity of literary works to
open up public spaces of dialogue. There the renewal of the metaphors and myths that frame individual and
collective identities in a society can have transformative effects that increase the individuals’ ability for cross
cultural understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination?. Try to make
book Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? as your friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Marie Williams:

Beside this Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? in your phone, it could give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and
also read it from now!

Brittany Schafer:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Imagination in Politics: Freedom or
Domination?. You can more attractive than now.

Carlos Lauzon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Imagination in Politics: Freedom or Domination? when you essential it?
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