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In this concise volume, noted scholar and economist Michael A. Lebowitz considers the legacy of twentieth
century socialist societies, or what some have termed “real socialism.” While these societies were able to
claim major achievements in areas from health care to education to popular culture, they nonetheless met
limited success in eroding what Marx called the “opposition of the worker as direct producer and the
proprietor of the means of production.” That this opposition between workers and managers continued to
exist in one form or another under “real socialism” means that, according to Lebowitz, a crucial aspect of the
socialist project was lost. During every process of production, human beings are transformed just as the
materials with which they work, and unless this process puts at its center the development of full, creative,
and free people, it can only resemble the most dehumanizing aspects of “real capitalism.” The question of
how the production process is organized—whether it resembles a symphony with its rigid hierarchy between
conductor and conducted, or whether it resembles a jazz ensemble with its more cooperative and
improvisational structure—is crucial to any evaluation of past attempts to build socialism and the ongoing
struggle for a more egalitarian and democratic society.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Johnson:

The reserve with title The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted includes a
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Sophia Whitfield:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Contradictions of "Real
Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Terry Myers:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted will give
you a new experience in reading a book.

Judith Bowman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted when you needed
it?
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