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Examining the
nature of weakness has inspired some of the most influential aesthetic and
philosophical portraits of the human condition. By reading a selection of
canonical literary and philosophical texts, Michael O'Sullivan charts a history
of responses to the experience and exploration of weakness.

Beginning with Plato and Aristotle, this first book-length study of the concept
explores weakness as it is interpreted by Lao Tzu, Nietzsche, Derrida, the
Romantics, Dickens and the Modernists. It examines what feminist writers Simone
de Beauvoir and Luce Irigaray have made of the gendered biomythology
constructed around the figure of the "weaker vessel" and it considers related
notions such as im-potentiality, a "syntax of weakness" and human vulnerability
in the work of Agamben, Beckett and Coetzee.

Through analysis of these differing versions of weakness, O'Sullivan's study
challenges the popular myth that aligns masculine identity with strength and
force and presents a humane weakness as a guiding motif for debates in ethics.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Ralph:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary
Studies). Try to the actual book Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary
Studies) as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Adrian Woodson:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical
History (Continuum Literary Studies) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or ideal book with you?

Mary Gines:

The book Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary Studies) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
good thing like a book Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary Studies)? A
number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Weakness: A Literary and
Philosophical History (Continuum Literary Studies) has simple shape however you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

James Robinson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical
History (Continuum Literary Studies), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want



to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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