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A provocative history of the environmental movement in America, showing how thisriseto political
and social prominence produced a culture of alarmism that has often distorted the facts

Few issues today excite more passion or alarm than the specter of climate change. In A Climate of Crisis,
historian Patrick Allitt shows that our present climate of crisisisfar from exceptional. Indeed, the
environmental debates of the last half century are defined by exaggeration and fearmongering from all sides,
often at the expense of the facts.

In areal sense, Allitt shows us, collective anxiety about widespread environmental danger began with the
atomic bomb. As postwar suburbanization transformed the American landscape, more research and better
tools for measurement began to reveal the consequences of economic success. A climate of anxiety became a
climate of alarm, often at odds with reality. The sixties generation transformed environmentalism from a set
of special interests into a mass movement. By the first Earth Day in 1970, journalists and politicians alike
were urging major initiatives to remedy environmental harm. In fact, the work of the new Environmental
Protection Agency and a series of clean air and water acts from a responsive Congress inaugurated alargely
successful cleanup.

Political polarization around environmental questions after 1980 had consequences that we still feel today.
Since then, the general polarization of American politics has mirrored that of environmental politics, as pro-
environmentalists and their critics attribute to one another the worst possible motives. Environmentalists see
their critics as greedy special interest groups that show no conscience as they plunder the earth while skeptics
see their adversaries as enemies of economic growth whose plans stifle initiative under an avalanche of
bureaucratic regulation.

There may be agerm of truth in both views, but more than a germ of falsehood too. America s worst
environmental problems have proven to be manageabl e; the regulations and cleanups of the last sixty years
have often worked, and science and technology have continued to improve industrial efficiency. Our present
situation is serious, argues Allitt, but it is far from hopel ess. Sweeping and provocative, A Climate of Crisis
challenges our basic assumptions about the environment, no matter where we fall along the
spectrum—reminding us that the answers to our most pressing questions are sometimes found in
understanding the past.

Fromthe Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:
Kathleen Land:

Within other casg, little people like to read book A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of
Environmentalism (Penguin History American Life). Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Provided that we know about how isimportant the book A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of
Environmentalism (Penguin History American Life). Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
Y ou need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Helen Sullivan:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to fill your
personal freetime/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the e-book untitled A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin
History American Life) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Natalie Renz;

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
timeto beread. A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History American
Life) can be your answer asit can be read by you actually who have those short extratime problems.

Harry Alvey:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of
Environmentalism (Penguin History American Life) can give you alot of friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person.
Thiskind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? L et's have A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History
American Life).
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