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FINALIST FOR THE PEN/HEMINGWAY PRIZE FOR DEBUT FICTION
 
In Jennifer duBois’s mesmerizing and exquisitely rendered debut novel, a long-lost letter links two disparate
characters, each searching for meaning against seemingly insurmountable odds. With uncommon perception
and wit, duBois explores the power of memory, the depths of human courage, and the endurance of love.
 
NAMED BY THE NATIONAL BOOK FOUNDATION AS A 5 UNDER 35 AUTHOR • WINNER OF
THE CALIFORNIA BOOK AWARD GOLD MEDAL FOR FIRST FICTION • WINNER OF THE
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BOOK AWARD FOR FICTION • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY O: THE OPRAH MAGAZINE

“Astonishingly beautiful and brainy . . . [a] stunning novel.”—O: The Oprah Magazine
 
“I can’t remember reading another novel—at least not recently—that’s both incredibly intelligent and
also emotionally engaging.”—Nancy Pearl, NPR
 
In St. Petersburg, Russia, world chess champion Aleksandr Bezetov begins a quixotic quest: He launches a
dissident presidential campaign against Vladimir Putin. He knows he will not win—and that he is risking his
life in the process—but a deeper conviction propels him forward.
 
In Cambridge, Massachusetts, thirty-year-old English lecturer Irina Ellison struggles for a sense of purpose.
Irina is certain she has inherited Huntington’s disease—the same cruel illness that ended her father’s life.
When Irina finds an old, photocopied letter her father wrote to the young Aleksandr Bezetov, she makes a
fateful decision. Her father asked the chess prodigy a profound question—How does one proceed in a lost
cause?—but never received an adequate reply. Leaving everything behind, Irina travels to Russia to find
Bezetov and get an answer for her father, and for herself.
 
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
Salon • BookPage
 
Look for special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more.
 
Praise for A Partial History of Lost Causes
 
“A thrilling debut . . . [Jennifer] DuBois writes with haunting richness and fierce intelligence. . . . Full of
bravado, insight, and clarity.”—Elle
 
“DuBois is precise and unsentimental. . . . She moves with a magician’s control between points of view,
continents, histories, and sympathies.”—The New Yorker
 
“A real page-turner . . . a psychological thriller of great nuance and complexity.”—The Dallas Morning News
 
“Terrific . . . In urgent fashion, duBois deftly evokes Russia’s political and social metamorphosis over the



past thirty years through the prism of this particular and moving relationship.”—Publishers Weekly (starred
review)
 
“Hilarious and heartbreaking and a triumph of the imagination.”—Gary Shteyngart
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From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this A Partial History of Lost Causes: A Novel.

Heidi Montgomery:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
A Partial History of Lost Causes: A Novel.

Jose Enriquez:

The e-book with title A Partial History of Lost Causes: A Novel has lot of information that you can discover
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kimberly Foust:

Beside this particular A Partial History of Lost Causes: A Novel in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have A
Partial History of Lost Causes: A Novel because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you often have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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