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Sex, money, and politics—no, it’s not a thriller novel. Minneapolis Madams is the surprising and riveting
account of the Minneapolis red-light district and the powerful madams who ran it. Penny Petersen brings to
life this nearly forgotten chapter of Minneapolis history, tracing the story of how these “houses of ill fame”
rose to prominence in the late nineteenth century and then were finally shut down in the early twentieth
century.

In their heyday Minneapolis brothels were not only open for business but constituted a substantial economic
and political force in the city. Women of independent means, madams built custom bordellos to suit their
tastes and exerted influence over leading figures and politicians. Petersen digs deep into city archives, period
newspapers, and other primary sources to illuminate the Minneapolis sex trade and its opponents, bringing
into focus the ideologies and economic concerns that shaped the lives of prostitutes, the men who used their
services, and the social-purity reformers who sought to eradicate their trade altogether. Usually written off as
deviants, madams were actually crucial components of a larger system of social control and regulation.
These entrepreneurial women bought real estate, hired well-known architects and interior decorators to
design their bordellos, and played an important part in the politics of the developing city.

Petersen argues that we cannot understand Minneapolis unless we can grasp the scope and significance of its
sex trade. She also provides intriguing glimpses into racial interactions within the vice economy,
investigating an African American madam who possibly married into one of the city’s most prestigious
families. Fascinating and rigorously researched, Minneapolis Madams is a true detective story and a key
resource for anyone interested in the history of women, sexuality, and urban life in Minneapolis.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the
Riverfront book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the
Riverfront content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Minneapolis Madams:
The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Margaret Gray:

This book untitled Minneapolis Madams: The Lost History of Prostitution on the Riverfront to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Ruth Haddock:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Minneapolis Madams: The Lost
History of Prostitution on the Riverfront that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Minneapolis Madams: The Lost
History of Prostitution on the Riverfront become your personal starter.

Ryan Harrison:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Minneapolis Madams: The Lost
History of Prostitution on the Riverfront which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.
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