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Pharsalia, a plantation located in piedmont Virginia at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, is one of the
best-documented sites of its kind. Drawing on the exceptionally rich trove of papers left behind by the
Massie family, Pharsalia's owners, this case study demonstrates how white southern planters paradoxically
relied on capitalistic methods even as they pursued an ideal of agrarian independence. Lynn A. Nelson also
shows how the contradictions between these ends and means would later manifest themselves in the southern
conservation movement.

Nelson follows the fortunes of Pharsalia's owners, telling how Virginia's traditional extensive agriculture
contributed to the soil's erosion and exhaustion. Subsequent attempts to balance independence and
sustainability through a complex system of crop rotation and resource recycling ultimately gave way to an
intensive, slave-based form of agricultural capitalism.

Pharsalia could not support the Massies' aristocratic ambitions, and it was eventually parceled up and sold
off by family members. The farm's story embodies several fundamentals of modern U.S. environmental
thought. Southerners' nineteenth-century quest for financial and ecological independence provided the
background for conservationists' attempts to save family farming. At the same time, farmers' failure to
achieve independence while maximizing profits and crop yields drove them to seek government aid and
regulation. These became some of the hallmarks of conservation efforts in the New Deal and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

John Caldwell:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern
Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the American South) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Sandra Mendoza:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-
1880 (Environmental History and the American South) can be your answer since it can be read by you who
have those short extra time problems.

Jennifer David:

The book untitled Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880
(Environmental History and the American South) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her
idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you
can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

John Parish:

You may get this Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880
(Environmental History and the American South) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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