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Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos
contains translations of the funeral orations written by Michael Psellos, the leading Byzantine intellectual of
the eleventh century, for the three ecumenical patriarchs of Constantinople whom he knew best: Michael
Keroullarios (1043-1058), Konstantinos Leichoudes (1059-1063), and Ioannes Xiphilinos (1064-1075). The
orations are significant sources for the lives and reputations of these patriarchs; they are also a prime source
for the educational reforms made by the emperor Konstantinos IX Monomachos in the mid-1040s, and for
many events of that turbulent century that Psellos witnessed, including popular uprisings, plots, civil wars,
and the battle with the Catholic legates in 1054. Never before translated into English, the orations and letters
are introduced by a detailed analysis of Psellos’ historical relationships with the patriarchs and an
interpretation of the works.

The orations are not only important historical sources: they are crucial specimens of Byzantine rhetoric in a
period of transition, as well as being key texts in the corpus of Psellos himself. Psellos used them to score
important points in support of his own philosophical agenda and to make broader claims about ethics and
metaphysics and the role of learning in political and ecclesiastical life. The orations are here accompanied by
translations of a long letter that Psellos wrote to Keroullarios and a pair of letters to Xiphilinos, in which he
defended key aspects of his philosophical project.

"This volume of translations, by two of the best contemporary experts on Psellos and his times, is an
important addition to a growing body of scholarship on Byzantium in the eleventh century. Because of the
four personalities involved, Psellos and the Patriarchs is an extremely valuable source for historians; it
provides a wealth of material on such topics as the secular and ecclesiastical careers of leading intellectuals;
relations between patriarch and emperor; the functioning of rhetoric at the highest levels in society; and not
least, the personality, character, and literary prowess of Psellos himself." —John Duffy, Dumbarton Oaks
Professor of Byzantine Philology and Literature, Emeritus, Harvard University
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Legros:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and
Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation).

Mary Fleming:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral
Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation). You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Psellos
and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael
Psellos in Translation). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Adeline Bonds:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and
Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Robert Vargas:

The book untitled Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and
Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up



their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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