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The lives of lesbians who grew up before 1965 remain cloaked in mystery. Historians have illuminated the
worlds of upper-middle-class "romantic friends" and working-class butch and femme women who frequented
lesbian bars in the ’50s and ’60s. The majority of lesbians, however, were lower-middle-class women who
hid their sexual identity by engaging in discreet social and sexual relationships.

Drawing on correspondence, interviews, journals, and newspaper articles, Awfully Devoted Women offers a
nuanced portrait of the lives of middle-class lesbians in the decades before the gay rights movement in
English-Canada. Accounts and explorations of these women’s sexual practices, thoughts on same-sex desire,
and relations with friends and family unveil a world of private relationships, house parties, and discreet
social networks. This intimate study of the lives of women forced to love in secret not only challenges the
idea that lesbian relationships in the past were asexual, it also reveals the courage it took for women to
explore desire in an era when they were supposed to know little about sexuality.

Awfully Devoted Women is the first book-length study of lesbian sexuality, relationships, and community in
Canada before 1965. It will be of interest to students and practitioners of Canadian history and women’s
studies and to anyone interested in the history of sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-65
(Sexuality Studies). Try to make the book Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-65
(Sexuality Studies) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Stephan Partin:

This book untitled Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-65 (Sexuality Studies) to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Ross Turner:

This Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-65 (Sexuality Studies) is great publication
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great arrange
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-65
(Sexuality Studies) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Ian Sharpless:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian
Lives in Canada, 1900-65 (Sexuality Studies) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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