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A powerful and moving account of four young women from Mexico who have lived most of their lives
in the United States and attend the same high school. Two of them have legal documentation and two
do not. Just Like Us is their story.

A stunning work of in-depth journalism in the tradition of Random Family, Helen Thorpe's Just Like Us
takes us deep into an American subculture -- that of Mexican immigrants -- largely hidden from the
mainstream. We meet four girls on the eve of their senior prom, in Denver, Colorado. Each is bright and
ambitious and an excellent student. Their leader, Marisela, dazzles teachers during the day and spends her
evenings checking groceries to help pay the bills. She dreams of college and a professional career -- but she
doesn't have a green card or a Social Security number because her parents brought her across the border
illegally.

Marisela's best friend, Yadira, shares her predicament. But they spend all of their time with two girls who are
legal -- Elissa, who was born in the United States, and Clara, who has a green card. Each of the girls views
the others as her equals, yet the world does not treat them that way.

Their situation becomes increasingly painful and complex as the four young women approach adulthood, and
Marisela and Yadira watch their two legal friends gain opportunities that are not available to them. All four
hold American aspirations, but only Clara and Elissa have the documents necessary to realize those hopes.
Their friendship starts to divide along lines of immigration status.

Then a political firestorm begins. An illegal immigrant commits a horrendous crime in Denver, and a local
congressman seizes on the act as proof of all that is wrong with American society. Arguments over
immigration rage fiercely, and the girls' lives play out against a backdrop of intense debate over whether they
have any right to live in the country where they have grown up.

This brilliant, fast-paced work of narrative journalism is a vivid coming-of-age story about girlhood,
friendship, and, most of all, identity -- what it means to fake an identity, steal an identity, or inherit an
identity from one's parents and country. No matter what one's opinions are about immigration, Just Like Us
offers fascinating insight into one of our most complicated social issues today. The girls, their families, those
who welcome them, and those who object to their presence all must grapple with the same deep dilemma:
Who is an American? Who gets to live in America? And what happens when we don't agree?
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From reader reviews:

Terri Brown:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a reserve. The book Just Like Us: The True Story of Four Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high
quality.

Amanda Kline:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Just Like Us: The True Story of Four Mexican
Girls Coming of Age in America reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Just Like Us:
The True Story of Four Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America as good book not just by the cover but
also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Minnie Rivera:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Just Like Us: The True Story of Four
Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Just Like Us: The True Story of
Four Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America as well as others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In
different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Just Like Us: The True Story of Four



Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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