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What does drug addiction mean to us? What did it mean to others in the past? And how are these meanings
connected? In modern society the idea of drug addiction is a given and commonly understood concept, yet
this was not always the case in the past. This book uncovers the original influences that shaped the creation
and the various interpretations of addiction as a disease, and of addiction to opiates in particular. It delves
into the treatments, regimes, and prejudices that surrounded the condition, a newly emerging pathological
entity and a form of 'moral insanity' during the nineteenth century. The source material for this book is rich
and surprising. Letters and diaries provide the most moving material, detailing personal struggles with
addiction and the trials of those who cared and despaired. Confessions of shame, deceit, misery and terror sit
alongside those of deep sensual pleasure, visionary manifestations and blissful freedom from care. The
reader can follow the lifelong opium careers of literary figures, artists and politicians, glimpse a raw
underworld of hidden drug use, or see the bleakness of urban and rural poverty alleviated by daily doses of
opium. Delving into diaries, letters and confessions this book exposes the medical case histories and the
physician's mad, lazy, commercial, contemptuous, desperate, altruistic and frustrated attempts to deal with
drug addiction. It demonstrates that many of the stigmatising prejudices arose from false 'facts' and semi-
mythical beliefs and thus has significant implications, not only for the history of addiction, but also for how
we view the condition today.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Miller:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do that. You
must know how great as well as important the book The Making of Addiction: The 'Use and Abuse' of
Opium in Nineteenth-Century Britain (The History of Medicine in Context). All type of book is it possible to
see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Eric Beckman:

Here thing why this particular The Making of Addiction: The 'Use and Abuse' of Opium in Nineteenth-
Century Britain (The History of Medicine in Context) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. The Making of Addiction: The 'Use and Abuse' of Opium in Nineteenth-Century Britain (The
History of Medicine in Context) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Making of Addiction: The 'Use and Abuse'
of Opium in Nineteenth-Century Britain (The History of Medicine in Context). It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Making of Addiction:
The 'Use and Abuse' of Opium in Nineteenth-Century Britain (The History of Medicine in Context) in e-
book can be your substitute.

Steve Domingo:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Making of Addiction: The
'Use and Abuse' of Opium in Nineteenth-Century Britain (The History of Medicine in Context) which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Daniel Scott:

This The Making of Addiction: The 'Use and Abuse' of Opium in Nineteenth-Century Britain (The History
of Medicine in Context) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information as
it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Making of Addiction: The 'Use and Abuse' of Opium in
Nineteenth-Century Britain (The History of Medicine in Context) can be the light food for you because the



information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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