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Humans have lived in close proximity to other animals for thousands of years. Recent scientific studies have
even shown that the presence of animals has a positive effect on our physical and mental health. People with
pets typically have lower blood pressure, show fewer symptoms of depression, and tend to get more exercise.

But there is a darker side to the relationship between animals and humans. Animals are carriers of harmful
infectious agents and the source of a myriad of human diseases. In recent years, the emergence of high-
profile illnesses such as AIDS, SARS, West Nile virus, and bird flu has drawn much public attention, but as
E. Fuller Torrey and Robert H. Yolken reveal, the transfer of deadly microbes from animals to humans is
neither a new nor an easily avoided problem.

Beginning with the domestication of farm animals nearly 10,000 years ago, Beasts of the Earth traces the
ways that human-animal contact has evolved over time. Today, shared living quarters, overlapping
ecosystems, and experimental surgical practices where organs or tissues are transplanted from non-humans
into humans continue to open new avenues for the transmission of infectious agents. Other changes in human
behavior like increased air travel, automated food processing, and threats of bioterrorism are increasing the
contagion factor by transporting microbes further distances and to larger populations in virtually no time at
all.

While the authors urge that a better understanding of past diseases may help us lessen the severity of some
illnesses, they also warn that, given our increasingly crowded planet, it is not a question of if but when and
how often animal-transmitted diseases will pose serious challenges to human health in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

The guide with title Beasts of the Earth: Animals, Humans, and Disease posesses a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Chad Jones:

Beasts of the Earth: Animals, Humans, and Disease can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Beasts of the Earth: Animals,
Humans, and Disease but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial imagining.

Sara Pacheco:

The book untitled Beasts of the Earth: Animals, Humans, and Disease contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author.
The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Aletha Bassett:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Beasts of the Earth: Animals, Humans, and Disease can
give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make
a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Beasts of the Earth: Animals, Humans, and
Disease.
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