
Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the
Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela
(Brookings Latin America Initiative Books)

Javier Corrales, Michael Penfold

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B006Q8CHSI
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B006Q8CHSI
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B006Q8CHSI


Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political
Economy of Revolution in Venezuela (Brookings Latin
America Initiative Books)

Javier Corrales, Michael Penfold

Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela
(Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) Javier Corrales, Michael Penfold

Since he was first elected in 1999, Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez Frías has reshaped a frail but
nonetheless pluralistic democracy into a semi-authoritarian regime—an outcome achieved with spectacularly
high oil income and widespread electoral support. This eye-opening book illuminates one of the most
sweeping and unexpected political transformations in contemporary Latin America.

Based on more than fifteen years' experience in researching and writing about Venezuela, Javier Corrales
and Michael Penfold have crafted a comprehensive account of how the Chávez regime has revamped the
nation, with a particular focus on its political transformation. Throughout, they take issue with conventional
explanations. First, they argue persuasively that liberal democracy as an institution was not to blame for the
rise of chavismo. Second, they assert that the nation's economic ailments were not caused by neoliberalism.
Instead they blame other factors, including a dependence on oil, which caused macroeconomic volatility;
political party fragmentation, which triggered infighting; government mismanagement of the banking crisis,
which led to more centralization of power; and the Asian crisis of 1997, which devastated Venezuela's
economy at the same time that Chávez ran for president.

It is perhaps on the role of oil that the authors take greatest issue with prevailing opinion. They do not
dispute that dependence on oil can generate political and economic distortions—the "resource curse" or
"paradox of plenty" arguments—but they counter that oil alone fails to explain Chávez's rise. Instead they
single out a weak framework of checks and balances that allowed the executive branch to extract oil rents
and distribute them to the populace. The real culprit behind Chávez's success, they write, was the asymmetry
of political power.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Dilbeck:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo
Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela (Brookings Latin America Initiative Books)
book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Pearl Minjares:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy
of Revolution in Venezuela (Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) book is readable by you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela
(Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in
Venezuela (Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Jon Watson:

You may get this Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in
Venezuela (Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Brittany Gonzalez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the
Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela (Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and
the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela (Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) has many



kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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