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John Wayne was one of Hollywood's most famous and most successful actors, but he was more than that. He
became a symbol of America itself. He epitomized the Western film, which for many people epitomized
America. He identified with conservative political causes from the early 1930s to his death in 1979, making
him a hero to one generation of Americans and a villain to another. But unlike fellow actor Ronald Reagan,
Wayne had no interest in politics as a career. Like many stars, he altered his life story, claiming to have
become an actor almost by accident when in fact he had studied drama and aspired to act for most of his
youth. He married three times, all to Latina women, and conducted a lengthy affair with Marlene Dietrich, as
unlikely a romantic partner as one could imagine for the Duke. Wayne projected dignity, integrity, and
strength in all his films, even when his characters were flawed, and whatever character he played was always
prepared to confront injustice in his own way. More than 30 years after his death, he remains the standard by
which male stars are judged and an actor whose morally unambiguous films continue to attract sizeable
audiences.

Scott Eyman interviewed Wayne, as well as many family members, and he has drawn on previously
unpublished reminiscences from friends and associates of the Duke in this biography, as well as documents
from his production company that shed light on Wayne's business affairs. He traces Wayne from his
childhood to his stardom in Stagecoach and dozens of films after that. Eyman perceptively analyzes Wayne's
relationship with John Ford, the director with whom he's most associated and who made some of Wayne's
greatest films.

Wayne was self-aware. He once said, "I've played the kind of man I'd like to have been." It's that man and
the real John Wayne who are brilliantly profiled in Scott Eyman's insightful biography of a true American
legend.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Otoole:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this John Wayne: The Life and Legend.

Bethany Archie:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this kind of John Wayne: The Life and Legend to read.

Allen Schlemmer:

The book John Wayne: The Life and Legend will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book John Wayne: The Life and Legend is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

David Reed:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book John Wayne: The Life and Legend to make
your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve
John Wayne: The Life and Legend can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of the time.
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