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Americans have always loved guns. This special bond was forged during the American Revolution and
sanctified by the Second Amendment. It is because of this exceptional relationship that American civilians
are more heavily armed than the citizens of any other nation.

Or so we’re told.

In The Gunning of America, historian Pamela Haag overturns this conventional wisdom. American gun
culture, she argues, developed not because the gun was exceptional, but precisely because it was not: guns
proliferated in America because throughout most of the nation’s history, they were perceived as an
unexceptional commodity, no different than buttons or typewriters.

Focusing on the history of the Winchester Repeating Arms Company, one of the most iconic arms
manufacturers in America, Haag challenges many basic assumptions of how and when America became a
gun culture. Under the leadership of Oliver Winchester and his heirs, the company used aggressive,
sometimes ingenious sales and marketing techniques to create new markets for their product. Guns have
never “sold themselves”; rather, through advertising and innovative distribution campaigns, the gun industry
did. Through the meticulous examination of gun industry archives, Haag challenges the myth of a primal
bond between Americans and their firearms.

Over the course of its 150 year history, the Winchester Repeating Arms Company sold over 8 million guns.
But Oliver Winchester—a shirtmaker in his previous career—had no apparent qualms about a life spent
arming America. His daughter-in-law Sarah Winchester was a different story. Legend holds that Sarah was
haunted by what she considered a vast blood fortune, and became convinced that the ghosts of rifle victims
were haunting her. She channeled much of her inheritance, and her conflicted conscience, into a monstrous
estate now known as the Winchester Mystery House, where she sought refuge from this ever-expanding
army of phantoms.

In this provocative and deeply-researched work of narrative history, Haag fundamentally revises the history
of arms in America, and in so doing explodes the clichés that have created and sustained our lethal gun
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Underhill:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Gunning of
America: Business and the Making of American Gun Culture is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Sandra Hughes:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The
Gunning of America: Business and the Making of American Gun Culture is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Jerry Thomas:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Gunning of America: Business and the Making of American Gun Culture, you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a e-book.

Howard Foster:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Gunning of America: Business
and the Making of American Gun Culture is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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