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"One part The Beauty Myth . . . and one part Backlash"*--a provocative exploration of who and what
a wife really is.

There is a wife crisis in North America, a brewing storm of conflicting forces swirling around what it means
to be a wife at the beginning of the 21st Century. The word is so fraught with ambiguity that it has become a
litmus test, eliciting from women emotions ranging from longing to antipathy, anxiety to derision. This crisis
is at the heart of Anne Kingston's The Meaning of Wife.

Delving into the complex, troubling, and sometimes humorous contradictions, illusions, and realities of
contemporary wifehood, Kingston takes the reader on a fascinating journey into the wedding industrial
complex, which elevates the bride to a potent consumer icon; through the recent romanticization of
domesticity; and across the conflicted terrain of wifely sexuality. She looks at "wife backlash," and the new
wave of neo-traditionalism that urges women to marry before their "best-before" dates expire; explores the
apotheosis of abused wives and the strange celebration of wives who kill; and muses on the fact that Oprah
Winfrey and Martha Stewart, two of the world's wealthiest and most influential women, are both non-wives
whose success has hinged on thier understanding of wives. The result is an entertaining mix of social, sexual,
historical, and economic commentary that is bound to stir debate even as it reframes our view of both women
and marriage.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Nelson:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Meaning of Wife: A Provocative Look at
Women and Marriage in the Twenty-first Century will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying
to find best book or suited book with you?

Harriette Corwin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Meaning of
Wife: A Provocative Look at Women and Marriage in the Twenty-first Century book as basic and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Wanda Sousa:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely The Meaning of Wife: A Provocative Look at Women and
Marriage in the Twenty-first Century.

Bryan Lewis:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Meaning of Wife: A Provocative Look at Women and Marriage in the Twenty-first Century
when you needed it?
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