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Fugitive slaves were reported in the American colonies as early as the 1640s, and escapes escalated with the
growth of slavery over the next two hundred years. As the number of fugitives rose, the Southern states
pressed for harsher legislation that they thought would prevent escapes. The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850
criminalized any assistance, active or passive, to a runaway slave--yet it only encouraged the behavior it
sought to prevent. Friends of the fugitive, whose previous assistance to runaways had been somewhat
haphazard, increased their efforts at organization. By the onset of the Civil War in 1861, the Underground
Railroad included members, defined stops, set escape routes and a code language.
From the abolitionist movement to the Zionville Baptist Missionary Church, this encyclopedia focuses on the
people, ideas, events and places associated with the interrelated histories of fugitive slaves, the African
American struggle for equality and the American antislavery movement. Information is drawn from primary
sources such as public records, document collections, slave autobiographies and antebellum newspapers.
Entries contain pointers to related entries and suggestions for further research. Appendices include
information such as a geographical listing of selected friends of the fugitive, noted Underground Railroad
sites administered by the National Parks Service, a bibliography of slave autobiographies and selected
Underground Railroad songs. A chronology of slavery and the Underground Railroad is also included.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Martelli:

The book Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Encyclopedia of
the Underground Railroad? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Gwen Anderson:

The event that you get from Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad could be the more deep you looking
the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to recognise but Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this kind of Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad instantly.

Scott Fisher:

This Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad can be one of
many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jill Lee:

The publication untitled Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad is the e-book that recommended to you
to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.
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