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“Towne’s narrative is a fascinating whodunit, with its vivid portrayal of Union commanders hiring
questionable detectives in an effort to stymie the Knights of the Golden Circle, a loose collection of
Confederate sympathizers in the Old Northwest. A valuable addition to any library seeking to upgrade
its collection with a regional slant to the US Civil War. Summing Up: Highly
recommended.” —CHOICE?

A History Book Club Reading Selection

Surveillance and Spies in the Civil War represents pathbreaking research on the rise of U.S. Army
intelligence operations in the Midwest during the American Civil War and counters long-standing
assumptions about Northern politics and society. At the beginning of the rebellion, state governors in Ohio,
Indiana, and Illinois cooperated with federal law enforcement officials in various attempts—all failed—to
investigate reports of secret groups and individuals who opposed the Union war effort.

Starting in 1862, army commanders took it upon themselves to initiate investigations of antiwar sentiment in
those states. By 1863, several of them had established intelligence operations staffed by hired civilian
detectives and by soldiers detailed from their units to chase down deserters and draft dodgers, to maintain
surveillance on suspected persons and groups, and to investigate organized resistance to the draft. By 1864,
these spies had infiltrated secret organizations that, sometimes in collaboration with Confederate rebels,
aimed to subvert the war effort.

Stephen E. Towne is the first to thoroughly explore the role and impact of Union spies against Confederate
plots in the North. This new analysis invites historians to delve more deeply into the fabric of the Northern
wartime experience and reinterpret the period based on broader archival evidence.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

This Surveillance and Spies in the Civil War: Exposing Confederate Conspiracies in America’s Heartland
(Law Society & Politics in the Midwest) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Surveillance and Spies in the Civil War: Exposing Confederate Conspiracies in America’s Heartland (Law
Society & Politics in the Midwest) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute
right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt that will?

Jennifer McMorris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Surveillance and Spies in the Civil War: Exposing Confederate Conspiracies in America’s Heartland (Law
Society & Politics in the Midwest) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Norma Lorentzen:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Surveillance and Spies in the
Civil War: Exposing Confederate Conspiracies in America’s Heartland (Law Society & Politics in the
Midwest) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Surveillance and
Spies in the Civil War: Exposing Confederate Conspiracies in America’s Heartland (Law Society & Politics
in the Midwest).



Angeline Stallings:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Surveillance and Spies in the Civil War: Exposing Confederate Conspiracies in America’s
Heartland (Law Society & Politics in the Midwest) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Surveillance and Spies in the Civil
War: Exposing Confederate Conspiracies in America’s Heartland (Law Society & Politics in the Midwest).
You can more pleasing than now.
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