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In 1763, by the Peace of Paris, England won a position of unapproached supremacy in colonial possessions
and in naval strength. The entire North American continent east of the Mississippi River was now under the
British flag, and four West India sugar islands were added to those already in English hands. In India, the
rivalry of the French was definitely crushed and the control of the revenues and fortunes of the native
potentates was transferred to the East India Company. Guided by the genius of Pitt, British armies had beaten
French in Germany and America, and British fleets had conquered French and Spanish with complete ease.
The power of the Empire seemed beyond challenge. Yet within this Empire itself there lay already the seeds
of a discord which was soon {10} to develop into an irrepressible contest, leading to civil war; then, for a
generation, to drive the separated parts into renewed antagonism, and finally to cause a second war. Between
the North American colonies and the mother country there existed such moral, political, and economic
divergence that nothing but prudent and patient statesmanship on both sides of the Atlantic could prevent
disaster.
The fundamental source of antagonism lay in the fact that the thirteen colonies had developed a wholly
different social and political life from that of the mother country. Originally, the prevailing ideas and habits
of the colonists and of the Englishmen who remained at home had been substantially the same. In England,
as in America, the gentry and middle classes played a leading part during the years from 1600 to 1660. But
by 1763 England, under the Hanoverian kings, had become a state where all political and social power had
been gathered into the hands of a landed aristocracy which dominated the government, the Church, and the
professions. In parliament, the House of Commons—once the body which reflected the conscious strength of
the gentry and citizens,—had now fallen under the control of the peers, owing to the decayed condition of
scores of ancient parliamentary boroughs. Nearly one-third of the seats were actually {11} or substantially
owned by noblemen, and of the remainder a majority were venal, the close corporations of Mayor and
Aldermen selling freely their right to return two members at each parliamentary election. In addition, the
influence and prestige of the great landowners were so powerful that even in the counties, and in those
boroughs where the number of electors was considerable, none but members of the ruling class sought
election. So far as the members of the middle class were concerned—the merchants, master weavers, iron
producers, and craftsmen,—they were strong in wealth and their wishes counted heavily with the aristocracy
in all legislation of a financial or commercial nature; but of actual part in the government they had none. As
for the lower classes,—the labourers, tenant farmers, and shopkeepers,—they were able as a rule to influence
government only by rioting and uproar. Without the ballot, they had no other way…
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Whitley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is The Wars Between England and America.

Clara Duke:

This The Wars Between England and America is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Wars
Between England and America in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
which?

Carl Fox:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Wars Between England and America will give you a new experience in reading
through a book.

John Negron:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Wars Between England and America can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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