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For some women writers and photographers during the two world wars—Edith Wharton, Mildred Aldrich,
Martha Gellhorn, Lee Miller, H.D., and Gertrude Stein—the construction of the female subject as an
observer of combat became a vital concern. Their explorations of vision took place against the backdrop of a
larger shift in Western culture's understanding of what "seeing" meant in common practice and philosophical
discourse alike. The role of visuality in their lives was massively transformed not only by the rigid gender
roles of war but by the introduction of new combat practices and technologies such as aerial surveillance,
trench warfare, and civilian bombardment.

In The World Wars Through the Female Gaze, Jean Gallagher maps one portion of the historicized, gendered
territory of what Nancy K. Miller calls the "gaze in representation." Expanding the notion of the gaze in
critical discourse, Gallagher situates a number of visual acts within specific historic contexts to reconstruct
the wartime female subject. She looks at both the female observer's physical act of seeing—and the refusal to
see—for example, a battlefield, a wounded soldier, a torture victim, a national flag, a fashion model, a
bombed city, or a wartime hallucination.

The book begins with two instances of wartime propaganda written by American women in France in 1915.
Both Edith Wharton's Fighting France and Mildred Aldrich's A Hilltop on the Marne offer a complex and
often contradictory sense of a woman writer's struggles with authority, resistance, and killing. In the process,
Gallagher teases out the role of specular vision and the impossibility of "directly" seeing the war.

Gallagher then turns to literary and visual texts produced by two female journalists between 1940 and 1945.
Martha Gellhorn's 1940 novel A Stricken Field exhibits a range of gendered seeing positions within and in
opposition to the visual ideologies of fascism during the Nazi occupation of Czechoslovakia. Lee Miller's
war correspondence and photography for Vogue show how Miller constructed herself and her predominantly
female American audience as antifascist observers of war by working with and against some of the
conventions of surrealist fashion photography.

Gallagher concludes by focusing on the experimental autobiographical prose of H.D. and Gertrude Stein to
explore the functions of vision on two World War II "homefronts"—London during the Blitz and Vichy
France.
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From reader reviews:

Augustine Klotz:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for people. The book The World Wars Through the Female Gaze seemed to
be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve The World Wars Through the Female Gaze is not only giving you more new
information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The World Wars Through the
Female Gaze. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Anna Rangel:

This book untitled The World Wars Through the Female Gaze to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Patricia Gallagher:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be The World Wars Through the Female Gaze why because the amazing cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Hannah Norton:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide The World Wars Through the Female Gaze was filled in relation to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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