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The story of Jackie Robinson valiantly breaking baseball’s color barrier in 1947 is one that most Americans
know. But less recognized is the fact that some seventy years earlier, following the Civil War, baseball was
tenuously biracial and had the potential for a truly open game. How, then, did the game become so firmly
segregated that it required a trailblazer like Robinson? The answer, Ryan A. Swanson suggests, has
everything to do with the politics of “reconciliation” and a wish to avoid the issues of race that an integrated
game necessarily raised.
 
The history of baseball during Reconstruction, as Swanson tells it, is a story of lost opportunities. Thomas
Fitzgerald and Octavius Catto (a Philadelphia baseball tandem), for example, were poised to emerge as
pioneers of integration in the 1860s. Instead, the desire to create a “national game”—professional and
appealing to white Northerners and Southerners alike—trumped any movement toward civil rights. Focusing
on Philadelphia, Washington DC, and Richmond—three cities with large African American populations and
thriving baseball clubs—Swanson uncovers the origins of baseball’s segregation and the mechanics of its
implementation. An important piece of sports history, his work also offers a better understanding of
Reconstruction, race, and segregation in America.    
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From reader reviews:

Robbie Stamant:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the When Baseball Went White:
Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

John Bullard:

You may get this When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National
Pastime by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Victor Parisi:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime as well as others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.

Larry Pulido:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best book
for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book When
Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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