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In Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs, Riggins R. Earl Jr. investigates how slave owners intentionally
manipulated Christianity as they passed it on to slaves and demonstrates how slaves successfully challenged
that distorted interpretation. Analyzing slaves’ response to Christianity as expressed in testimonies, songs,
stories, and sermons, Earl reveals the conversion experience as the initial step toward an autonomy that
defied white control. Contrary to what their white owners expected or desired, enslaved African Americans
found in Christianity a life-affirming identity and strong sense of community.

Slave owners believed Christianity would instill docility and obedience, but the slaves discovered in the
Bible a different message, sharing among themselves the “dark symbols and obscure signs” that escaped the
notice of their captors. Finding a sense of liberation rather than submission in their conversion experience,
slaves discovered their own self-worth and their values as children of God.

Originally published in 1993, Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs traces the legacy of slaves’ embrace of
Christianity both during and after the slavery era. In a new introduction, the author places the book within
the context of contemporary scholarship on the roots of the African American cultural experience. He argues
that any interpretation of this experience must begin with a foundational study of the theological and ethical
constructs that have shaped the way blacks understand themselves in relationship to God, their oppressors,
and each other.

The Author: Riggins R. Earl Jr. teaches at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Jorge:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And
Community In The Slave Mind is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Janet Kline:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave
Mind book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer of Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind content
conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Dark Symbols, Obscure
Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Amanda Garcia:

Often the book Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
If you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Dark Symbols, Obscure
Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Dallas Richardson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And
Community In The Slave Mind giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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