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Few historians have contributed more to our understanding of the history of women, and womens effect on
history, than Alice Kessler-Harris. Author of the classic Out to Work, she is one of the countrys leading
scholars of gender, the economy, and public policy. In this volume, Kessler-Harris pierces the skin of
arguments and legislation to grasp the preconceptions that have shaped the experience of women: a gendered
imagination that has defined what men and women alike think of as fair and desirable. In this brilliant
account that traces social policy from the New Deal to the 1970s, she shows how a deeply embedded set of
beliefs has distorted seemingly neutral social legislation to further limit the freedom and equality of women.
Government rules generally sought to protect women from exploitation, even from employment itself; but at
the same time, they attached the most important benefits to wage work. To be a real citizen, one must earn--
and most policymakers (even female ones) assumed from the beginning that women were not, and should not
be breadwinners. Kessler-Harris traces the impact of this gender bias in the New Deal programs of Social
Security, unemployment insurance, and fair labor standards, in Federal income tax policy, and the new
discussion of womens rights that emerged after World War II. For generations, she writes, American women
lacked not merely the practice, but frequently the idea of individual economic freedom. Only in the 1960s
and 70s did old assumptions begin to break down--yet the process is far from complete. Even today, with
women closer to full economic citizenship than ever before, Kessler-Harriss insights offer a keen new
understanding of the issues that dominate the headlines, from the marriage penalty in the tax code to the
glass ceiling in corporate America.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guardería until university need this In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic
Citizenship in 20th-Century America to read.

Michael Taylor:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in 20th-
Century America, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Chris Moore:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically
the book that recommended for your requirements is In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for
Economic Citizenship in 20th-Century America this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

David Fulton:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As
we know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. From the book In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic



Citizenship in 20th-Century America we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For
being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest
for Economic Citizenship in 20th-Century America. You can more desirable than now.
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