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The Martínez del Río family was a vigorous contestant in the highly politicized economy of early national
Mexico. David Walker’s case study of its successes and failures provides a unique insider’s view of the trials
and tribulations of doing business in a hostile environment. The family’s ordeal in Mexico—a series of
personal dislocations and traumas—mirrored the painful contractions of an old society reluctantly giving
birth to a new nation.

Using previously undiscovered primary source materials (including the private correspondence and business
records of the family, public notary documents, transcripts of judicial proceedings, and the archives of
Mexico’s Ministry of Foreign Relations and the British Foreign Office), Walker employs family history to
analyze problems relating more generally to the development of state and society in newly independent
Mexico.

The processes of socioeconomic formation in Mexico differed from those of Western Europe and the United
States; accordingly, entrepreneurial activity had markedly contrasting implications for economic
development and class formation. In the downwardly spiraling economy of nineteenth-century Mexico,
economic activity was a zero-sum game. No new wealth was being created; most sectors remained stagnant
and unproductive. To make their fortunes, empresarios, the Mexican capitalists, could not rely on income
generated from authentic economic growth. Instead, they exploited the arbitrary acts of the interventionist
Mexican state, which proscribed the free movement of factors within the marketplace. Speculation in the
public debt took the place of more substantive undertakings. Coercive state power was diverted to create
artificial environments in which otherwise inefficient and unproductive enterprises could flourish. But
however well the empresarios might imitate the outward forms of industrial capitalism, they could not
unlock the productive capacity of the Mexican economy. Instead, they and their allies and rivals engaged in
destructive struggles to manipulate the state for personal gain, to the detriment of class interests, economic
growth, and political stability.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sylvester:

This Kinship, Business, and Politics: The Martinez Del Rio Family in Mexico, 1823-1867 (Llilas Latin
American Monograph) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Kinship,
Business, and Politics: The Martinez Del Rio Family in Mexico, 1823-1867 (Llilas Latin American
Monograph) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't become worry Kinship, Business, and Politics: The Martinez Del Rio Family in Mexico, 1823-1867
(Llilas Latin American Monograph) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Kinship, Business, and
Politics: The Martinez Del Rio Family in Mexico, 1823-1867 (Llilas Latin American Monograph) having
great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Eleanor Yoo:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Kinship,
Business, and Politics: The Martinez Del Rio Family in Mexico, 1823-1867 (Llilas Latin American
Monograph) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Lisa King:

The book untitled Kinship, Business, and Politics: The Martinez Del Rio Family in Mexico, 1823-1867
(Llilas Latin American Monograph) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Daniel Hanson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your



current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Kinship, Business, and Politics: The Martinez
Del Rio Family in Mexico, 1823-1867 (Llilas Latin American Monograph).
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