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Over the latter half of the twentieth century, the Guatemalan state slaughtered more than two hundred
thousand of its citizens. In the wake of this violence, a vibrant pan-Mayan movement has emerged, one that
is challenging Ladino (non-indigenous) notions of citizenship and national identity. In The Blood of
Guatemala Greg Grandin locates the origins of this ethnic resurgence within the social processes of
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century state formation rather than in the ruins of the national project of recent
decades.
Focusing on Mayan elites in the community of Quetzaltenango, Grandin shows how their efforts to maintain
authority over the indigenous population and secure political power in relation to non-Indians played a
crucial role in the formation of the Guatemalan nation. To explore the close connection between nationalism,
state power, ethnic identity, and political violence, Grandin draws on sources as diverse as photographs,
public rituals, oral testimony, literature, and a collection of previously untapped documents written during
the nineteenth century. He explains how the cultural anxiety brought about by Guatemala’s transition to
coffee capitalism during this period led Mayan patriarchs to develop understandings of race and nation that
were contrary to Ladino notions of assimilation and progress. This alternative national vision, however,
could not take hold in a country plagued by class and ethnic divisions. In the years prior to the 1954 coup,
class conflict became impossible to contain as the elites violently opposed land claims made by indigenous
peasants.
This “history of power” reconsiders the way scholars understand the history of Guatemala and will be
relevant to those studying nation building and indigenous communities across Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Lanita Hill:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Blood of Guatemala: A History of
Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise) to read.

Lewis Tuggle:

The event that you get from The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin America
Otherwise) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Blood of Guatemala: A
History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin
America Otherwise) instantly.

Angel Sutton:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise) we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with
this book The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise). You can more
appealing than now.

Raymond Brown:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for



the The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise) when you needed it?
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