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Many existing information retrieval (IR) systems are surprisingly ineffective at finding documents relevant
to particular topics. Traditional systems are extremely brittle, failing to retrieve relevant documents unless
the user's exact search string is found. They support only the most primitive trial-and-error interaction with
their users and are also static. Even systems with so-called "relevance feedback" are incapable of learning
from experience with users. SCALIR (a Symbolic and Connectionist Approach to Legal Information
Retrieval) -- a system for assisting research on copyright law -- has been designed to address these problems.
By using a hybrid of symbolic and connectionist artificial intelligence techniques, SCALIR develops a
conceptual representation of document relationships without explicit knowledge engineering. SCALIR's
direct manipulation interface encourages users to browse through the space of documents. It then uses these
browsing patterns to improve its performance by modifying its representation, resulting in a communal
repository of expertise for all of its users.

SCALIR's representational scheme also mirrors the hybrid nature of the Anglo-American legal system.
While certain legal concepts are precise and rule-like, others -- which legal scholars call "open-textured" --
are subject to interpretation. The meaning of legal text is established through the parallel and distributed
precedence-based judicial appeal system. SCALIR represents documents and terms as nodes in a network,
capturing the duality of the legal system by using symbolic (semantic network) and connectionist links. The
former correspond to a priori knowledge such as the fact that one case overturned another on appeal. The
latter correspond to statistical inferences such as the relevance of a term describing a case. SCALIR's text
corpus includes all federal cases on copyright law.

The hybrid representation also suggests a way to resolve the apparent incompatibility between the two
prominent paradigms in artificial intelligence, the "classical" symbol-manipulation approach and the
neurally-inspired connectionist approach. Part of the book focuses on a characterization of the two paradigms
and an investigation of when and how -- as in the legal research domain -- they can be effectively combined.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication A Symbolic and
Connectionist Approach To Legal Information Retrieval will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Herbert Willams:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Symbolic and Connectionist Approach To Legal
Information Retrieval as the daily resource information.

Stan Smith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be read. A Symbolic and Connectionist Approach To Legal Information Retrieval can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Shirley Davenport:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book A Symbolic and Connectionist Approach To Legal
Information Retrieval to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and study it. Beside that the publication A Symbolic and Connectionist Approach To Legal Information
Retrieval can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing
of these time.
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