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In 1921, Ben Hecht wrote a column for the Chicago Daily News that his editor called “journalism
extraordinary; journalism that invaded the realm of literature.” Hecht’s collection of sixty-four of these
pieces, illustrated with striking pen drawings by Herman Rosse, is a timeless caricature of urban American
life in the jazz age, updated with a new Introduction for the twenty-first century. From the glittering opulence
of Michigan Avenue to the darkest ruminations of an escaped convict, from captains of industry to
immigrant day laborers, Hecht captures 1920s Chicago in all its furor, intensity, and absurdity.

“The columns in 1,001 Afternoons in Chicago are scruffy time capsules of an earlier Chicago, an era that is
long gone but still recognizable to readers' imaginations. Michigan Avenue, Lake Michigan, street names
such as Dearborn and Adams and LaSalle and Wabansia, places such as the Art Institute of Chicago—they're
all here, sprinkled amid Hecht's nervous little haikus of urban life. He calls Chicago ‘a razzle-dazzle of
dreams, tragedies, fantasies,’ and his tales capture gorgeous scraps of it, vivid vignettes starring businessmen
and hobos and cops and socialites and janitors. . . . Thanks to Hecht, the Chicago of 1922 and the Chicago of
2009 bump into each other, shake hands, exchange greetings. Then, this being Chicago, they go for a drink
and talk about old times. New ones too.”—Julia Keller, Chicago Tribune

“The hardboiled audacity and wit that became Hecht’s signature as Hollywood’s most celebrated screen-
writer are conspicuous in these vignettes. Most of them are comic and sardonic, some strike muted tragic or
somber atmospheric notes. . . . The best are timeless character sketches that have taken on an added interest
as shards of social history.”—L. S. Klepp, Voice Literary Supplement
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book A Thousand and One Afternoons
in Chicago. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Myrtle Hamer:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The A Thousand and
One Afternoons in Chicago is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

John Keys:

The publication untitled A Thousand and One Afternoons in Chicago is the guide that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of A Thousand and One Afternoons in Chicago from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Belinda Hamilton:

This A Thousand and One Afternoons in Chicago is great book for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences included.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Thousand and
One Afternoons in Chicago in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
this?
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