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While popular accounts of warfare, particularly of nontraditional conflicts such as guerrilla wars and
insurgencies, favor the roles of leaders or ideology, social-scientific analyses of these wars focus on
aggregate categories such as ethnic groups, religious affiliations, socioeconomic classes, or civilizations.
Challenging these constructions, Abdulkader H. Sinno closely examines the fortunes of the various factions
in Afghanistan, including the mujahideen and the Taliban, that have been fighting each other and foreign
armies since the 1979 Soviet invasion.

Focusing on the organization of the combatants, Sinno offers a new understanding of the course and outcome
of such conflicts. Employing a wide range of sources, including his own fieldwork in Afghanistan and
statistical data on conflicts across the region, Sinno contends that in Afghanistan, the groups that have
outperformed and outlasted their opponents have done so because of their successful organization. Each
organization's ability to mobilize effectively, execute strategy, coordinate efforts, manage disunity, and
process information depends on how well its structure matches its ability to keep its rivals at bay. Centralized
organizations, Sinno finds, are generally more effective than noncentralized ones, but noncentralized ones
are more resilient absent a safe haven.

Sinno's organizational theory explains otherwise puzzling behavior found in group conflicts: the longevity of
unpopular regimes, the demise of popular movements, and efforts of those who share a common cause to
undermine their ideological or ethnic kin. The author argues that the organizational theory applies not only to
Afghanistan-where he doubts the effectiveness of American state-building efforts—but also to other ethnic,
revolutionary, independence, and secessionist conflicts in North Africa, the Middle East, and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important usually. The book Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond
seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The book Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond is not only giving you
a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Organizations at War in Afghanistan
and Beyond. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Daniele Vaugh:

Here thing why this specific Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that
similar with Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Organizations at War in Afghanistan and
Beyond in e-book can be your substitute.

Lorretta Cox:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a guide. The book Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily
to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Betty Guinn:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Organizations at War in
Afghanistan and Beyond or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe



students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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