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Mel Lewis (1929-1990) was born Melvin Sokoloff to Jewish Russian immigrants in Buffalo, New York. He
first picked up his father's drumsticks at the age of two and at 17 he was a full-time professional musician.
The View from the Back of the Band is the first biography of this legendary jazz drummer. For over fifty
years, Lewis provided the blueprint for how a drummer could subtly support any musical situation. While he
made his name with Stan Kenton and Thad Jones, and with his band at the Village Vanguard, it was the
hundreds of recordings that he made as a sideman and his ability to mentor young musicians that truly
defined his career. Away from the drums, Lewis's passionate and outspoken personality made him one of
jazz music's greatest characters. It is often through Lewis's own anecdotes, as well as many from the
musicians who knew him best, that this book traces the career of one of the world's greatest drummers.
Previously unpublished interviews, personal memoirs, photos, musical transcriptions, and a selected
discography add to this comprehensive biography.
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

This The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series) are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of
this The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician
Series) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North
Texas Lives of Musician Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Mark Bottoms:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be examine. The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of
Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.

Rod Doughty:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The View from the Back of the
Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) is simple to bring you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Maria Holder:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and
Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) was colorful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North
Texas Lives of Musician Series) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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