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A two-week canoe trip down the Hudson offers an opportunity to reflect on America’s past, present, and
uncertain future.

This candid account of the author’s two-week canoe trip down the Hudson River offers an introspective and
humorous look at both the river and Recession-Era America. New to fatherhood and fresh from ten years in
an Alaskan village, Mike Freeman sets out to relearn his country, and realizes it’s in a far greater midlife
crisis than he could ever be. With an eye on the Hudson’s past, he addresses America’s present
anxieties—from race, gender, and marriage to energy, labor, and warfare—with empathy and honesty,
acknowledging the difficulties surrounding each issue without succumbing to pessimism or ideology.

From the river’s headwaters in the Adirondacks, Freeman follows the Hudson south through America’s first
industrial ghost towns, where ruin begs for rebirth. Next is the Hudson Valley and the river’s 153-mile
estuary, with its once-teeming fisheries. Here, agriculture is redefining itself, while at West Point, officer
candidates train for America’s murky modern wars. The Hudson Highlands, too, are prominent, the place
where Americans first wed God to nature, and where the mountains remain a potent place to mull that bond.
From there it’s on to Manhattan, with its skyline that symbolizes the world’s financial might as well as its
startling fragility.

As controversial as it is comforting, Freeman’s narrative makes us think in hard ways about America as the
country itself drifts toward an uncertain future. But throughout, of course, is the magnificent Hudson, whose
resilient beauty speaks well both to nature’s toughness and America’s greatest strength—the ability to
redirect and change course when necessary.

Mike Freeman is a freelance writer and editor. From 1998 to 2008 he was a fisheries assistant at the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, and has canoed thousands of miles in southeast Alaska. His essays have
appeared in the Massachusetts Review; South Dakota Review; the LBJ: Avian Life, Literary Arts;
Connecticut Review; and Gray’s Sporting Journal. He lives in Newport, Rhode Island.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Sea:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Drifting: Two Weeks on the
Hudson (Excelsior Editions) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Arthur Ramires:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Drifting: Two Weeks
on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions)is the main of several
books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world on this book.

Edward Donnelly:

The guide with title Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions) posesses a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Shelley Gavin:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Drifting: Two Weeks on the Hudson (Excelsior Editions) when you essential it?
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