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The genial but troubled New Englander whose single-minded partisan loyalties inflamed the nation's
simmering battle over slavery

Charming and handsome, Franklin Pierce of New Hampshire was drafted to break the deadlock of the 1852
Democratic convention. Though he seized the White House in a landslide against the imploding Whig Party,
he proved a dismal failure in office.

Michael F. Holt, a leading historian of nineteenth-century partisan politics, argues that in the wake of the
Whig collapse, Pierce was consumed by an obsessive drive to unify his splintering party rather than the
roiling country. He soon began to overreach. Word leaked that Pierce wanted Spain to sell the slave-owning
island of Cuba to the United States, rousing sectional divisions. Then he supported repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, which limited the expansion of slavery in the west. Violence broke out, and "Bleeding Kansas"
spurred the formation of the Republican Party. By the end of his term, Pierce's beloved party had ruptured,
and he lost the nomination to James Buchanan.

In this incisive account, Holt shows how a flawed leader, so dedicated to his party and ill-suited for the
presidency, hastened the approach of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

With other case, little persons like to read book Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th
President, 1853-1857. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important some sort of book Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th
President, 1853-1857. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Jose Lloyd:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The
14th President, 1853-1857 was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series:
The 14th President, 1853-1857 is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857.
You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

John Mendoza:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Franklin
Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857, it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Colleen Edwards:

The reserve untitled Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th President, 1853-1857 is the
e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Franklin Pierce: The American Presidents Series: The 14th



President, 1853-1857 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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