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Did 19th-century American women have money of their own? To answer this question, Women, Money, and
the Law looks at the public and private stories of individual women within the context of American culture,
assessing how legal and cultural traditions affected women's lives, particularly with respect to class and
racial differences, and analyzing the ways in which women were involved in economic matters. Joyce
Warren has uncovered a vast, untapped archive of legal documents from the New York Supreme Court that
had been expunged from the official record. By exploring hundreds of court cases involving women litigants
between 1845 and 1875--women whose stories had, in effect, been erased from history--and by studying the
lives and works of a wide selection of 19th-century women writers, Warren has found convincing evidence
of women's involvement with money. The court cases show that in spite of the most egregious gender
restrictions of law and custom, many 19th-century women lived independently, coping with the legal and
economic restraints of their culture while making money for themselves and often for their families as well.
They managed their lives and their money with courage and tenacity and fractured constructed gender
identities by their lived experience. Many women writers, even when they did not publicly advocate
economic independence for women, supported themselves and their families throughout their writing careers
and in their fiction portrayed the importance of money in women's lives. Women from all backgrounds--
some defeated through ignorance and placidity, others as ruthless and callous as the most hardened
businessmen--were in fact very much a part of the money economy. Together, the evidence of the court cases
and the writers runs counter to the official narrative, which scripted women as economically dependent and
financially uninvolved. Warren provides an illuminating counternarrative that significantly questions
contemporary assumptions about the lives of 19th-century women. Women, Money, and the Law is an
important corrective to the traditional view and will fascinate scholars and students in women's studies,
literary studies, and legal history as well as the general reader.
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From reader reviews:

James Goodman:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Women, Money, and the Law:
Nineteenth-Century Fiction, Gender, and the Courts book because book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

John Stanley:

The actual book Women, Money, and the Law: Nineteenth-Century Fiction, Gender, and the Courts will
bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Women, Money,
and the Law: Nineteenth-Century Fiction, Gender, and the Courts is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Adelina Foreman:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Women, Money, and the Law: Nineteenth-Century Fiction,
Gender, and the Courts can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Women, Money, and the
Law: Nineteenth-Century Fiction, Gender, and the Courts.
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