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Salt in the Sand is a compelling historical ethnography of the interplay between memory and state violence
in the formation of the Chilean nation-state. The historian and anthropologist Lessie Jo Frazier focuses on
northern Chile, which figures prominently in the nation’s history as a site of military glory during the period
of national conquest, of labor strikes and massacres in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth, and of
state detention and violence during World War II and the Cold War. It was also the site of a mass-grave
excavation that galvanized the national human rights movement in 1990, during Chile’s transition from
dictatorship to democracy. Frazier analyzes the creation of official and alternative memories of specific
instances of state violence in northern Chile from 1890 to the present, tracing how the form and content of
those memories changed over time. In so doing, she shows how memory works to create political
subjectivities mobilized for specific political projects within what she argues is the always-ongoing process
of nation-state formation. Frazier’s broad historical perspective on political culture challenges the
conventional periodization of modern Chilean history, particularly the idea that the 1973 military coup
marked a radical break with the past.

Analyzing multiple memories of state violence, Frazier innovatively shapes social and cultural theory to
interpret a range of sources, including local and national government archives, personal papers, popular
literature and music, interviews, architectural and ceremonial commemorations, and her ethnographic
observations of civic associations, women's and environmental groups, and human rights organizations. A
masterful integration of extensive empirical research with sophisticated theoretical analysis, Salt in the Sand
is a significant contribution to interdisciplinary scholarship on human rights, democratization, state
formation, and national trauma and reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Fetter:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Salt in the
Sand: Memory, Violence, and the Nation-State in Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture),
you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a publication.

Lois Bottoms:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Salt in the Sand: Memory, Violence, and the Nation-State in Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics,
History, and Culture) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one
type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Salt in the Sand: Memory, Violence,
and the Nation-State in Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture) giving you one more
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Irene Carpenter:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Salt in the Sand: Memory, Violence, and the Nation-State in
Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Thomas Rojas:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely Salt in the Sand: Memory, Violence, and the Nation-State in



Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get
many advantages.
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