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Religion has always been a focal element in the long and tortured history of American ideas about race. In
The Burden of Black Religion, Curtis Evans traces ideas about African American religion from the
antebellum period to the middle of the twentieth century.

Central to the story, he argues, was the deep-rooted notion that blacks were somehow "naturally" religious.
At first, this assumed natural impulse toward religion served as a signal trait of black people's humanity --
potentially their unique contribution to American culture. Abolitionists seized on this point, linking black
religion to the black capacity for freedom. Soon, however, these first halting steps toward a multiracial
democracy were reversed.

As Americans began to value reason, rationality, and science over religious piety, the idea of an innate black
religiosity was used to justify preserving the inequalities of the status quo. Later, social scientists -- both
black and white -- sought to reverse the damage caused by these racist ideas and in the process proved that
blacks were in fact fully capable of incorporation into white American culture.

This important work reveals how interpretations of black religion played a crucial role in shaping broader
views of African Americans and had real consequences in their lives. In the process, Evans offers an
intellectual and cultural history of race in a crucial period of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Ross Adams:

Typically the book The Burden of Black Religion has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Virginia Gauvin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Burden of Black Religion why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jeremy Quick:

The book untitled The Burden of Black Religion contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her
idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Lisa Madruga:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Burden of Black Religion we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people?
To become creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The Burden of Black Religion. You can more
desirable than now.
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