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Americans love religious freedom. Few agree, however, about what they mean by
either “religion” or “freedom.” Rather than resolve these debates, Finbarr Curtis argues that there is no such
thing as religious freedom. Lacking any consistent content, religious freedom is a shifting and malleable
rhetoric employed for a variety of purposes. While Americans often think of freedom as the right to be left
alone, the free exercise of religion works to produce, challenge, distribute, and regulate different forms of
social power.
 
The book traces shifts in the notion of religious freedom in America from The Second Great Awakening, to
the fiction of Louisa May Alcott and the films of D.W. Griffith, through William Jennings Bryan and the
Scopes Trial, and up to debates over the Tea Party to illuminate how Protestants have imagined individual
and national forms of identity. A chapter on Al Smith considers how the first Catholic presidential nominee
of a major party challenged Protestant views about the separation of church and state. Moving later in the
twentieth century, the book analyzes Malcolm X’s more sweeping rejection of Christian freedom in favor
of radical forms of revolutionary change. The final chapters examine how contemporary controversies over
intelligent design and the claims of corporations to exercise religion are at the forefront of efforts to shift
regulatory power away from the state and toward private institutions like families, churches, and
corporations. The volume argues that religious freedom is produced within competing visions of governance
in a self-governing nation.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

This The Production of American Religious Freedom: The Production of American Religious Freedom
(North American Religions) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this The Production of American Religious Freedom: The Production of American Religious
Freedom (North American Religions) can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Production of American Religious Freedom: The
Production of American Religious Freedom (North American Religions) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Sonya Ewing:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Production of American Religious Freedom: The Production of American Religious Freedom (North
American Religions) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Belen Riedel:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Production of American
Religious Freedom: The Production of American Religious Freedom (North American Religions) can make
you feel more interested to read.

Erik Figaro:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very



important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Production of
American Religious Freedom: The Production of American Religious Freedom (North American Religions).
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