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This book addresses a central but often ignored question in the history of modern France and modern
colonialism: How did the Third Republic, highly regarded for its professed democratic values, allow itself to
be seduced by the insidious and persistent appeal of a “civilizing” ideology with distinct racist overtones? By
focusing on a particular group of colonial officials in a specific setting—the governors general of French
West Africa from 1895 to 1930—the author argues that the ideal of a special civilizing mission had a
decisive impact on colonial policymaking and on the evolution of modern French republicanism generally.

French ideas of civilization—simultaneously republican, racist, and modern—encouraged the governors
general in the 1890’s to attack such “feudal” African institutions as aristocratic rule and slavery in ways that
referred back to France’s own experience of revolutionary change. Ironically, local administrators in the
1920’s also invoked these same ideas to justify such reactionary policies as the reintroduction of forced
labor, arguing that coercion, which inculcated a work ethic in the “lazy” African, legitimized his loss of
freedom. By constantly invoking the ideas of “civilization,” colonial policy makers in Dakar and Paris
managed to obscure the fundamental contradictions between “the rights of man” guaranteed in a republican
democracy and the forcible acquisition of an empire that violates those rights.

In probing the “republican” dimension of French colonization in West Africa, this book also sheds new light
on the evolution of the Third Republic between 1895 and 1930. One of the author’s principal arguments is
that the idea of a civilized mission underwent dramatic changes, due to ideological, political, and economic
transformations occurring simultaneously in France and its colonies. For example, revolts in West Africa as
well as a more conservative climate in the metropole after World War I produced in the governors general a
new respect for “feudal” chiefs, whom the French once despised but now reinstated as a means of control.
This discovery of an African “tradition” in turn reinforced a reassertion of traditional values in France as the
Third Republic struggled to recapture the world it had “lost” at Verdun.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled A
Mission to Civilize: The Republican Idea of Empire in France and West Africa, 1895-1930? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Anthony Hubbard:

Here thing why this A Mission to Civilize: The Republican Idea of Empire in France and West Africa, 1895-
1930 are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A Mission to Civilize: The
Republican Idea of Empire in France and West Africa, 1895-1930 giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with A Mission to Civilize:
The Republican Idea of Empire in France and West Africa, 1895-1930. It gives you thrill examining journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of A Mission to Civilize: The
Republican Idea of Empire in France and West Africa, 1895-1930 in e-book can be your option.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

The book untitled A Mission to Civilize: The Republican Idea of Empire in France and West Africa, 1895-
1930 contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Theresa Braun:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book A Mission to Civilize: The Republican Idea of Empire in France and
West Africa, 1895-1930 was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many



ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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