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Chapter Three

December 31: Morning

Toni

A monotonous hum wakes me, but I'm afraid to open my eyes to verify my surroundings. I lie still. Am I on
the train? Did I simply dream I came home? I am stationary, not rocking with the ceaseless motion of the
railway car. I smell coffee and the down-home aroma of freshly made tortillas de harina. If Mama is here,
she is being unnaturally quiet.

I wonder if the continuous mechanical sound is the echo of the Santa Monica Freeway a few blocks south.
As if to test my speculation, the hum intensifies, falters, wheezes, grows monotonous again. It is much too
close to be the freeway. Eyes closed, I reach one hand behind me to feel the rough plaster of the bedroom
wall. It's warm to the touch, and it vibrates. The hum must be coming from Mama's ancient refrigerator on
the other side of the wall. Her duplex is noisy, creaky, unlike the unyielding silence of Amanda's cabin.

I snuggle within the fragrant scent of pink flannel sheets. Mama has made the extra bedroom cozy, tempting
me to stay. When I turned in last night, I found a bouquet of daisies beside the bed, before the framed picture
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Little sachet packets lay in the dresser drawers, and cedar blocks in the narrow
closet. Mama has welcomed me into her home.

She has been lonely since my father's death. Realizing that, I try to understand why my sister Sylvia and her
brute of a husband are living next door. No matter how much I rationalize Mama's circumstances, I still
resent my sister's proximity. She must have manipulated Mama's emotions with a familiar tactic: a hard-luck
story. At least I have heard nothing from Sylvia--yet.

Rolling my head on the pillow, I notice my hair is still damp. Last night, following Gabi's suggestion, I took
a relaxing soak and shampooed and conditioned my hair, mostly to avoid arguing with Mama about Sylvia.
Before I escaped to the bathroom, Gabi seemed eager to leave. She knew I was tired from the trip and
promised to see me over the weekend. I half-hoped she would offer me an alternate place to stay, but I didn't
want to impose on her and her father. Jeff doesn't need to be reminded of Sylvia anyway.

I reluctantly get up. The tedious
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Faults: A Novel (Djuna Books) will
make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Ignacio Lewis:

This Faults: A Novel (Djuna Books) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason of this Faults: A Novel (Djuna Books) can be one of the great books you must have
is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be
will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Faults: A Novel (Djuna Books) forcing you
to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Denise Niemi:

This Faults: A Novel (Djuna Books) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Faults: A Novel (Djuna
Books) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Dora Mohammed:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Faults: A Novel (Djuna Books) provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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