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Through close readings of Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Buddhist texts, Katherine Wills Perlo proves that
our relationship with animals shapes religious doctrine, particularly through the tension between animal
exploitation and the bonds of kinship. She pinpoints four different strategies for coping with this conflict.
The first is aggression, in which a divinely conferred superiority or karma justifies animal usage. The second
is evasion, which emphasizes benevolent aspects of the human-animal relationship within the exploitative
structure, such as the image of Jesus as a "good shepherd." The third is defense, which acknowledges the
problematic nature of killing, leading many religions to adopt a propitiation mechanism, such as apologizing
for sacrifice. And the fourth is effective-defensive, which recognizes animal abuse as inherently unethical.

As humans feel more empathy toward animals, Perlo finds that adherents revise their interpretations of
religious texts. Preexisting ontologies, such as Christianity's changing God or Buddhism's principle of
impermanence, along with advances in farming practices and technology, also encourage changes in
treatment. As cultures begin to appreciate the different types of perception and consciousness experienced by
nonhumans, definitions of reality become complicated and humans lean more toward unitary accounts of
shared existence. These evolving attitudes exert a crucial influence on religious thought, Perlo argues,
moving humans ever closer to a nonspeciesist world.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Kinship and Killing:
The Animal in World Religions? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Forest Nelson:

This book untitled Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World Religions to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Ronnie Johnson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World Religions can be your answer since it can be read by
anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Sandra Lynn:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World
Religions was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Kinship and Killing: The
Animal in World Religions has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading that will.
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