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In 1886, Queen Ranavalona III of the African island nation of Madagascar offered U.S. President Grover
Cleveland two striking handwoven silk textiles. The American government later reciprocated with an
autographed photographic portrait of the president. Although on the surface a straightforward diplomatic
exchange, the objects used--and the ideas behind them--reveal a wealth of information about the culture and
history of Madagascar, and its relations with the West.

The essays in Objects as Envoys contextualize and explain the broader significance of this exchange, deftly
interweaving discussions of cloth production, international diplomacy, and popular representations of
Madagascar and the Malagasy people in Europe and the United States. Together they tell a fascinating story
of the people and history of this island country.

The first two essays provide a comprehensive survey of Madagascar's textiles, past and present. They
examine the importance of cloth to the Malagasy, both as creative works of art and as objects imbued with
great social and cultural significance. From simple cotton wrappers and raffia work shirts to delicately
textured, vibrantly colored silk lama, textiles--the quintessential Malagasy gift--have been used in
Madagascar to mark ethnic and gender identity, to indicate status and power relations, to create and
renegotiate social ties, to serve as tribute to the dead, and to promote diplomatic overtures to foreign nations.
When used as envoys, however, objects are likely to acquire new meanings, as recipients re-interpret and use
them according to their own cultural understandings.

The little-known history of American-Malagasy ties is explored through the compelling biography of John
Lewis Waller, an African American born into slavery who, as the American consul to Madagascar from 1891
to 1894, both supported Madagascar's independence and dreamed of establishing an all-black colony there.

The exchanges--and also the misunderstandings--that have characterized the meetings between Madagascar
and Western nations and peoples are further examined through a study of the ways in which 19th-century
photographs and other visual images were used by Westerners to create stereotypes of the Malagasy and by
the Malagasy themselves to create and project identities of their own choosing.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Hancock:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Objects as Envoys: Cloth, Imagery, and Diplomacy in Madagascar.
Try to the actual book Objects as Envoys: Cloth, Imagery, and Diplomacy in Madagascar as your buddy. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Claudia Kelley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Objects as Envoys: Cloth, Imagery,
and Diplomacy in Madagascar guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Objects as
Envoys: Cloth, Imagery, and Diplomacy in Madagascar as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Dominique Rigney:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Objects
as Envoys: Cloth, Imagery, and Diplomacy in Madagascar will give you new experience in examining a
book.

George Tucker:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Objects as Envoys: Cloth, Imagery, and Diplomacy in
Madagascar can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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