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Can virtuous behavior be explained by nature, and not by human rational choice? "It's the animal in us," we
often hear when we've been bad. But why not when we're good? Primates and Philosophers tackles this
question by exploring the biological foundations of one of humanity's most valued traits: morality.

In this provocative book, renowned primatologist Frans de Waal argues that modern-day evolutionary
biology takes far too dim a view of the natural world, emphasizing our "selfish" genes and reinforcing our
habit of labeling ethical behavior as humane and the less civilized as animalistic. Seeking the origin of
human morality not in evolution but in human culture, science insists that we are moral by choice, not by
nature.

Citing remarkable evidence based on his extensive research of primate behavior, de Waal attacks "Veneer
Theory," which posits morality as a thin overlay on an otherwise nasty nature. He explains how we evolved
from a long line of animals that care for the weak and build cooperation with reciprocal transactions.
Drawing on Darwin, recent scientific advances, and his extensive research of primate behavior, de Waal
demonstrates a strong continuity between human and animal behavior. He probes issues such as
anthropomorphism and human responsibilities toward animals. His compelling account of how human
morality evolved out of mammalian society will fascinate anyone who has ever wondered about the origins
and reach of human goodness.

Based on the Tanner Lectures de Waal delivered at Princeton University's Center for Human Values in 2004,
Primates and Philosophers includes responses by the philosophers Peter Singer, Christine M. Korsgaard, and
Philip Kitcher and the science writer Robert Wright. They press de Waal to clarify the differences between
humans and other animals, yielding a lively debate that will fascinate all those who wonder about the origins
and reach of human goodness.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Huitt:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton
Science Library) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Maria Casillas:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Primates and Philosophers: How Morality
Evolved (Princeton Science Library) giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Audrey Rivas:

Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) yet
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Barbra Walker:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. So , this Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library)
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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