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A riveting account of the role of Americans in the evolution of the Tokyo underworld in the years since
1945.

In the ashes of postwar Japan lay a gold mine for certain opportunistic, expatriate Americans.  Addicted to
the volatile energy of Tokyo's freewheeling underworld, they formed ever-shifting but ever-profitable
alliances with warring Japanese and Korean gangsters.  At the center of this world was Nick Zappetti, an ex-
marine from New York City who arrived in Tokyo in 1945, and whose restaurant soon became the rage
throughout the city and the chief watering hole for celebrities, diplomats, sports figures, and mobsters.

Tokyo Underworld chronicles the half-century rise and fall of the fortunes of Zappetti and his comrades,
drawing parallels to the great shift of wealth from America to Japan in the late 1980s and the changes in
Japanese society and U.S.-Japan relations that resulted.  In doing so, Whiting exposes Japan's extraordinary
"underground empire": a web of powerful alliances among crime bosses, corporate chairmen, leading
politicians, and public figures.  It is an amazing story told with a galvanizing blend of history and reportage.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and
Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan (Vintage Departures) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Lavinia Arthur:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the book untitled Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American
Gangster in Japan (Vintage Departures) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Lavonne Yates:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in
Japan (Vintage Departures).

William Farley:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
for you is Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan (Vintage
Departures) this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book.



Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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