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Mary Beth Keane, named one of the 5 Under 35 by the National Book Foundation, has written a
spectacularly bold and intriguing novel about the woman known as “Typhoid Mary,” the first person in
America identified as a healthy carrier of Typhoid Fever.

On the eve of the twentieth century, Mary Mallon emigrated from Ireland at age fifteen to make her way in
New York City. Brave, headstrong, and dreaming of being a cook, she fought to climb up from the lowest
rung of the domestic-service ladder. Canny and enterprising, she worked her way to the kitchen, and
discovered in herself the true talent of a chef. Sought after by New York aristocracy, and with an
independence rare for a woman of the time, she seemed to have achieved the life she’d aimed for when she
arrived in Castle Garden. Then one determined “medical engineer” noticed that she left a trail of disease
wherever she cooked, and identified her as an “asymptomatic carrier” of Typhoid Fever. With this seemingly
preposterous theory, he made Mallon a hunted woman.

The Department of Health sent Mallon to North Brother Island, where she was kept in isolation from 1907 to
1910, then released under the condition that she never work as a cook again. Yet for Mary—proud of her
former status and passionate about cooking—the alternatives were abhorrent. She defied the edict.

Bringing early-twentieth-century New York alive—the neighborhoods, the bars, the park carved out of upper
Manhattan, the boat traffic, the mansions and sweatshops and emerging skyscrapers—Fever is an ambitious
retelling of a forgotten life. In the imagination of Mary Beth Keane, Mary Mallon becomes a fiercely
compelling, dramatic, vexing, sympathetic, uncompromising, and unforgettable heroine.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Gadson:

This Fever: A Novel book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Fever: A
Novel without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Fever: A Novel can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Fever: A
Novel having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Michelle Bachman:

Often the book Fever: A Novel has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article
book.

Mae Bushee:

Precisely why? Because this Fever: A Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Bradford Bryant:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find guide that need more time to be learn. Fever: A Novel can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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