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In books, television programs, and films, Jewish men are often depicted as erudite, comedic, malleable, and
non-threatening -- somewhere between Clark Kent and the early Woody Allen. Yet as Warren Rosenberg
shows in this illuminating study, this widespread cultural image is not only overly simplistic, it is at odds
with a legacy of Jewish male violence that goes back to the first chapters of Genesis when Cain slew Abel.

From Biblical depictions of heroic warriors like King David to the medieval Jewish legend of the Golem (a
fierce man of clay created by Cabalistic magic) to the fictional Alexander Portnoy, Jewish ideas of manhood
reflect a simultaneous resistance and attraction to violence. According to Rosenberg, it is an ambivalence
shaped by millennia of oppression as well as by the clash of Western ideas of masculinity with Eastern
European rabbinical injunctions against violent action. The result has been not only gender confusion, but a
suppressed rage evident in a broad range of texts created by Jewish men, from nineteenth-century Yiddish
stories to contemporary Hollywood films. Isaac Babel, Henry Roth, Norman Mailer, Saul Bellow, Philip
Roth, David Mamet, Barry Levinson, and Steven Spielberg are just some of the writers and filmmakers
whose lives and works are marked by this legacy of rage.

Yet if the need to affirm masculinity through violence remains an unacknowledged aspect of Jewish male
identity, Rosenberg argues, it is not a historical inevitability. As the work of Cynthia Ozick and Tony
Kushner suggests, it is possible to construct new ideas of Jewish manhood by exposing the hidden fallacies
of the old.
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From reader reviews:

George Foulds:

The book Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Legacy of Rage:
Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Marvin Smith:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity,
Violence, and Culture as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Alma Miranda:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book Legacy
of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Kimberly Hogan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually
Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture.
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