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MENA is one of the least globally and regionally integrated regions in the world. Though home to 5.5
percent of the world’s population and 3.9 percent of the world’s GDP, the region’s share of nonoil world
trade is only 1.8 percent. Deep economic integration could help policy makers address the critical
development challenges that have been brought to the forefront by the Arab Spring by boosting growth,
fostering diversification, and stimulating employment.

The level of tariff protection vis-à-vis the rest of the world remains high by international standards,
particularly in North Africa. Nontariff measures have become the most important barriers to trade in goods in
the Arab world. Trade in services is extremely limited. To boost services trade, reforms will be required to
ease entry and licensing restrictions, promote competition, harmonize and strengthen regulatory practices
and arrangements, and lower restrictions on the mobility of foreign workers residing in the region. Continued
public ownership in some services sectors also represents a hurdle to service flows.

Backbone services such as telecommunications, financial services, transport, and power are crucial to
boosting productivity and international competitiveness. Building strategic infrastructure networks while
opening infrastructure services to competition and trade could help reduce production costs, increase foreign
direct investment, promote knowledge spillovers, and expand markets.

Logistics performance, which varies substantially across countries, has generally been constrained by slow
and ineffective introduction of risk management, little effort to monitor customs performance at the border,
and insufficiently improved facilities at border crossings. Priority should be accorded to measures that
improve the efficiency of border crossing points, including through the harmonization of customs
procedures.

The proliferation of PTAs, with their different sector and product coverage, rules of origin, and
implementation requirements, poses a formidable challenge for capacity-constrained MENA institutions. If
an Arab Customs Union is to be established by 2015 and an Arab Common Market by 2020, then efforts will
need to be made to strengthen the rules and discipline applicable to PAFTA and other regional trade
agreements. Mechanisms for tracking and enforcing commitments to regional economic integration also need
to be strengthened.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Depriest:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Regional Economic Integration in the Middle
East and North Africa: Beyond Trade Reform (Directions in Development) can be very good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Nicolas Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Regional Economic Integration in the
Middle East and North Africa: Beyond Trade Reform (Directions in Development) publication written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Regional Economic Integration in the Middle
East and North Africa: Beyond Trade Reform (Directions in Development) as good book but not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Larry Mason:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Regional Economic Integration in the Middle East and
North Africa: Beyond Trade Reform (Directions in Development) was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Regional Economic Integration in the Middle East and North Africa:
Beyond Trade Reform (Directions in Development) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Virginia Doak:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Regional Economic Integration in the
Middle East and North Africa: Beyond Trade Reform (Directions in Development) to make your own
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and looking at



especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve
Regional Economic Integration in the Middle East and North Africa: Beyond Trade Reform (Directions in
Development) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of these time.
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