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The magnum opus and latest work from Svetlana Alexievich, the 2015 winner of the Nobel Prize in
Literature—a symphonic oral history about the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the emergence
of a new Russia

When the Swedish Academy awarded Svetlana Alexievich the Nobel Prize, it cited her for inventing “a new
kind of literary genre,” describing her work as “a history of emotions—a history of the soul.” Alexievich’s
distinctive documentary style, combining extended individual monologues with a collage of voices, records
the stories of ordinary women and men who are rarely given the opportunity to speak, whose experiences are
often lost in the official histories of the nation.

In Secondhand Time, Alexievich chronicles the demise of communism. Everyday Russian citizens recount
the past thirty years, showing us what life was like during the fall of the Soviet Union and what it’s like to
live in the new Russia left in its wake. Through interviews spanning 1991 to 2012, Alexievich takes us
behind the propaganda and contrived media accounts, giving us a panoramic portrait of contemporary Russia
and Russians who still carry memories of oppression, terror, famine, massacres—but also of pride in their
country, hope for the future, and a belief that everyone was working and fighting together to bring about a
utopia. Here is an account of life in the aftermath of an idea so powerful it once dominated a third of the
world.

A magnificent tapestry of the sorrows and triumphs of the human spirit woven by a master, Secondhand
Time tells the stories that together make up the true history of a nation. “Through the voices of those who
confided in her,” The Nation writes, “Alexievich tells us about human nature, about our dreams, our choices,
about good and evil—in a word, about ourselves.”

Praise for Svetlana Alexievich and Secondhand Time

“For her polyphonic writings, a monument to suffering and courage in our time.”—Nobel Prize Committee

“For the past thirty or forty years [Alexievich has] been busy mapping the Soviet and post-Soviet individual,
but [her work is] not really about a history of events. It’s a history of emotions . . . a history of the
soul.”—Sara Danius, permanent secretary of the Swedish Academy

“Secondhand Time [is Alexievich’s] longest and most ambitious project to date: an effort to use an oral
history of the nineties to understand Soviet and post-Soviet identity.”—The New Yorker 

“In this spellbinding book, Svetlana Alexievich orchestrates a rich symphony of Russian voices telling their
stories of love and death, joy and sorrow, as they try to make sense of the twentieth century, so tragic for
their country.”—J. M. Coetzee

“[Alexievich’s] books are woven from hundreds of interviews, in a hybrid form of reportage and oral history
that has the quality of a documentary film on paper. But Alexievich is anything but a simple recorder and
transcriber of found voices; she has a writerly voice of her own which emerges from the chorus she
assembles, with great style and authority, and she shapes her investigations of Soviet and post-Soviet life and



death into epic dramatic chronicles as universally essential as Greek tragedies. . . . A mighty documentarian
and a mighty artist.” —Philip Gourevitch

“Alexievich’s voices are those of the people no one cares about, but the ones whose lives constitute the vast
majority of what history actually is.”—Keith Gessen

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Gallien:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Secondhand Time: The Last of the
Soviets will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Billy Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Secondhand Time:
The Last of the Soviets is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Candace Arroyo:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be Secondhand Time: The Last of the Soviets why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Macie Austin:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book Secondhand Time: The Last of the Soviets. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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