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Southern Wonder explores Alabama’s amazing biological diversity, the reasons for the large number of
species in the state, and the importance of their preservation.

Alabama ranks fifth in the nation in number of species of plants and animals found in the state, surpassed
only by the much larger western states of California,Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico. When all the species
of birds, trees, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, wildflowers, dragonflies, tiger beetles, and ants are
tallied, Alabama harbors more species than 90 percent of the other states in the United States. Alabamais
particularly rich in aquatic biodiversity, leading the nation in species of freshwater fishes, turtles, mussels,
crayfish, snails, damselflies, and carnivorous plants. The state also hosts an exceptional number of endemic
species—those not found beyond its borders—ranking seventh in the nation with 144 species. The state’s
4,533 species, with more being inventoried and discovered each year, are supported by no less than 64
distinct ecological systems—each a unique blend of soil, water, sunlight, heat, and natural disturbance
regimes. Habitats include dry forests, moist forests, swamp forests, sunny prairies, grassy barrens, scorching
glades, rolling dunes, and bogs filled with pitcher plants and sundews. The state also includes a region of
subterranean ecosystems that are more elaborate and species rich than any other place on the continent.

Although Alabama is teeming with life, the state’s prominence as a refuge for plants and animals is poorly
appreciated. Even among Alabama’s citizens, few outside a small circle of biologists, advocates, and other
naturalists understand the special quality of the state’s natural heritage. R. Scot Duncan rectifies this situation
in Southern Wonder by providing a well-written, comprehensive overview that the general public, policy
makers, and teachers can understand and use. Readers are taken on an exploratory journey of the state’s
varied landscapes—from the Tennessee River Valley to the coastal dunes—and are introduced to remarkable
species, such as the cave salamander and the beach mouse. By interweaving the disciplines of ecology,
evolution, meteorology, and geology into an accessible whole, Duncan explains clearly why Alabama is so
biotically rich and champions efforts for its careful preservation.

Published in Cooperation with The Nature Conservancy
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Lloyd:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Southern Wonder: Alabama's Surprising Biodiversity. Try to make book
Southern Wonder: Alabama's Surprising Biodiversity as your good friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Shawn Proctor:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Southern Wonder:
Alabama's Surprising Biodiversity book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Robert Bartlett:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Southern Wonder: Alabama's Surprising Biodiversity.

Marvin Boyer:

Southern Wonder: Alabama's Surprising Biodiversity can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Southern Wonder:
Alabama's Surprising Biodiversity yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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