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In the popular imagination, the controversial 1963 demolition of Pennsylvania Station gave birth to New
York City’s historic preservation movement. As Randall Mason reveals, however, historic preservation has
been a persistent force in the development of New York since the 1890s, when the city’s leading politicians,
planners, and architects first recognized the need to preserve the rapidly evolving city’s past.

Rich with archival research, The Once and Future New York documents the emergence of historic
preservation in New York at the turn of the twentieth century. Between 1890 and 1920, preservationists
saved and restored buildings, parks, and monuments throughout the city’s five boroughs that represented
continuity with the past. Mason argues these efforts created a “memory infrastructure” that established a
framework for New York’s collective memory and fused celebrations of the city’s past with optimism about
its future.

Focusing on three major projects—the restoration of City Hall Park, the ultimately failed attempt to save
historic St. John’s Chapel, and the construction of the Bronx River Parkway— Mason challenges several
myths about historic preservation. Against the charge that preservationists were antiquarians concerned only
with architecturally significant buildings, Mason instead asserts that many were social reformers interested in
recovering the city’s collective history. Even more important, he demonstrates that historic preservation in
this period, rather than being fundamentally opposed to growth, was integral to modern urban development.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Once and Future New York: Historic
Preservation and the Modern City will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with
you?

Susan Spiegel:

The e-book untitled The Once and Future New York: Historic Preservation and the Modern City is the
reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Once and Future New York: Historic
Preservation and the Modern City from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Vanessa Gibson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Once and Future New York: Historic Preservation and the Modern
City why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Martin Dowling:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is The Once and Future New York: Historic Preservation and the Modern City this reserve consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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