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These two essays by the famous 19th-century champion of Darwin’s theory of evolution tackle a subject that
is still a major focus of ethical debates today: the relation of science as a whole, and specifically evolutionary
ideas, to ethics and morality. Written toward the end of Huxley’s career when he was already famous as a
persuasive lecturer and a fascinating expositor of new ideas, these essays demonstrate his rhetorical gifts and
talent for explaining the importance of science to a lay audience.
"Evolution and Ethics," his last major talk delivered at Oxford in 1893, was written in response to the then
fashionable "Social Darwinism" popularized by philosopher Herbert Spencer. Spencer and his followers had
been labeling the poor, criminals, and other social undesirables as "unfit" and suggesting that society deal
with them as harshly as nature deals with the physically unfit. Huxley found this approach both morally
repugnant and a serious misapplication of Darwinian theory to the subject of ethics. Society progresses,
Huxley maintained, through individuals who prove themselves to be ethically the best, not physically the
most fit. Ethics is designed to curb our antisocial animal instincts and therefore must be detached from
natural competition.
In "Science and Morals," written some years earlier (1886), Huxley addresses three criticisms: namely, that
he and his associates refuse to take seriously anything that (1) cannot be verified by the senses, that (2) is
beyond the bounds of physical science, and that (3) cannot be subjected to laboratory experimentation and
chemical analysis. To all of these criticisms Huxley replies that he takes very seriously a host of mental
phenomena that do not, strictly speaking, fall within these narrow physical limits: the universal law of
causation, or the esthetic pleasure of the arts, or the truths of mathematics, for example. He goes on to say
that he repudiates the doctrine of Materialism as much as he does that of Spiritualism, and that he coined the
term "Agnostic" to apply to his own particular philosophical viewpoint. He concludes with comments on the
existence of God and free will, suggesting that science does not necessarily rule out either postulate.
Students of ethics, the history of science, and the ongoing debates over evolution will welcome this new
edition of two masterful essays by "Darwin’s Bulldog."
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Shuler:

The ability that you get from Evolution and Ethics and Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) may be the
more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Evolution and Ethics and Science and Morals
(Great Minds Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Evolution
and Ethics and Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) instantly.

Ross Adams:

Evolution and Ethics and Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Evolution and Ethics and
Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Eli Gaddy:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Evolution and Ethics and Science
and Morals (Great Minds Series) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Genia Vanderford:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Evolution and Ethics and
Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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